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Defence Minister Rajnath Singh with the Ambassadors, Heads of Mission and Defence Attaches, at the Ambassadors’ Round Table Conference on DefExpo 2020, in New Delhi on November 04, 2019. The Minister of State for AYUSH 
(Independent Charge) and Defence, Shripad Yesso Naik, the Industrial Development Minister, Uttar Pradesh, Satish Mahana and the Secretary (Defence Production), Subhash Chandra also seen.

In a major outreach to the defence 
manufacturing industries of 
the world, Ministry of Defence 

organised Ambassadors’ Round Table 
conference on DefExpo 2020, chaired 
by the Indian Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh. The Round Table was aimed 
to brief the representatives of foreign 
missions based in New Delhi about the 
arrangements being made for DefExpo 
and elicit suggestions from them to 
further improve the experience. Heads 
of Missions and Defence Attaches of 
over 80 countries participated in the 
conference indicating the growing 
stature of the 11th mega biennial event, 
to be held in Uttar Pradesh capital 
Lucknow from February 5-8, 2020.

Addressing the conference, he said, the 
DefExpo will not only provide countries 
with the opportunity to showcase their 
equipment and platforms, but also 
be able to explore the strengths and 
capabilities of India’s defence industry 
for meeting operational goals.

“DefExpo is an opportunity to foster 
partnerships and be part of shared 

prosperity. These strong ties can boost 
investment, expand manufacturing, 
raise the level of technology and 
accelerate economic growth of our 
respective countries.” India’s defence 
sector has matured and is exploring 
mutually beneficial partnerships 
with friendly countries to set up 
industries in India and abroad.

Rajnath Singh said, DefExpo will 
showcase Government’s intent to 
achieve a turnover of USD 26 billion 
in aerospace and defence goods 
and services by 2025. The event will 
showcase India’s plans for Defence 
Industrial Corridors in Uttar Pradesh 
and Tamil Nadu where investment 
commitments of about USD 1 billion 
have already been received. More 
than 100 business events and seminars 
are being planned with over 1,000 
exhibitors expected at the mega event.

Defence Minister also urged the 
Ambassadors to impress upon 
the captains of their respective 
defence industries to participate 
in DefExpo 2020 in a big way to 

defence Minister invites   global industries for defExpo 2020
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Defence Minister Rajnath Singh with the Ambassadors, Heads of Mission and Defence Attaches, at the Ambassadors’ Round Table Conference on DefExpo 2020, in New Delhi on November 04, 2019. The Minister of State for AYUSH 
(Independent Charge) and Defence, Shripad Yesso Naik, the Industrial Development Minister, Uttar Pradesh, Satish Mahana and the Secretary (Defence Production), Subhash Chandra also seen.

defence Minister invites   global industries for defExpo 2020
“dive deep into the strategic and 
business opportunities available and 
to establish strategic partnerships”.

Impressing upon the Expo’s sub-theme 
‘Digital Transformation of Defence’, 
Rajnath Singh said, digitalisation is 
the key to future security scenario as 
the spectrum of warfare is transiting 
from land, air & sea to cyber & space. 
DefExpo will demonstrate India’s ability 
in cyberspace and define its needs in 
the sector. “The challenge is not just 
to prepare for contingencies but also 
to repel threats from multiple sources 
and at the same time possess the ability 
to respond proactively if needed.”

Defence Minister reaffirmed the 
commitment of the Government to 
make India self-reliant with indigenous 
defence capabilities. “India has one of 
the largest defence industrial ecosystems 
in South and Southeast Asia and we 
aspire to further build on our strengths.”

 Rajnath Singh also highlighted that 
in the last few years, the Government 
has been focussing on creating a 
defence industrial base which is 

technically competitive, providing viable 
manufacturing facilities and profitable 
business opportunities. He listed 
out various policy reforms in critical 
areas, including simplifying industrial 
licensing process, hike of Foreign 
Direct Investment cap to 49 per cent 
under automatic route and beyond 49 
per cent under Government approval 
route, approval of Open General Export 
License policy and opening of testing 
& trial facilities for the private sector.

Defence Minister said, due to the policy 
reforms undertaken by the Government, 
defence production in both public 
and private sectors reached a record 
volume of Rs 80,502crore in 2018-19. 
He set the target of Rs 90,000 crore 
for 2019-20. “We have achieved an 
export turnover of around Rs 10,700 
crore in 2018-19, with the target of 
this year pegged at Rs 15,000 crore.” 

Department of Defence Production 
gave a Power Point presentation detailing 
every aspect related to DefExpo, including 
information on exhibition venue, facilities, 
number of registered participants till now, 

etc. A senior official of the Government 
of Uttar Pradesh gave a presentation 
informing the gathering about the 
investment opportunities in Uttar Pradesh, 
especially six Defence Industrial Corridor 
nodes of the state, i.e., Agra, Aligarh, 
Chitrakoot, Jhansi, Kanpur and Lucknow.

Industrial Development Minister of 
Uttar Pradesh Satish Mahana also 
addressed the gathering and assured 
them that any investment proposal would 
be cleared in a time-bound manner.

 Rajnath Singh also released the 
official DefExpo 2020 inaugural 
film on the occasion.

 Minister of State for Defence Shripad 
Naik; Secretary (Defence Production) 
Subhash Chandra and other senior 
officials of the Ministry of Defence 
participated in the meeting.
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Defence Research 
and Development 
Organisation 

(DRDO), the R&D wing 
of Ministry of Defence, 
India is working towards 
the self-reliance in Defence 
Technologies and Systems, 
thereby making the country 
independent of foreign 
technology in the areas of 
defence. The organization 
is primilarly engaged in 
design and development of 
strategic, complex and security 
sensitive systems for our 
Armed Forces. Established in 
1958, with a large network 

of more than 50 laboratories 
and establishments spread 
across the country, DRDO 
is committed to lead the 
nation towards self-reliance in 
defence systems and achieve 
absolute indigenization 
in partnership with the 
industry, academia and 
other R&D institutions. 
Several defence systems 
designed and developed by 
DRDO have been inducted 
into the Armed Forces.

Today India has a proud 
position among the elite group 
of nations in the world having 
its own multi-level strategic 

dRdo - 
India’s defence 
Technology 
Powerhouse



7

sonar systems for ship and 
submarine & and also one 
of the few countries to have 
its own Electronic Warfare & 
multi-range Radar program.

The steadfast approach 
taken by DRDO over the 
years reinforces its vision 
of making India prosperous 
by establishing world class 
science and technology 
base and provides India’s 
Defence Services decisive 
edge by equipping them with 
internationally competitive 
systems and solutions in 
aeronautics, armaments 
and combat vehicles, 
electronics, missiles systems, 
naval system & special 
material and life sciences. 

With a saga of achievement 
over the last six decades 
DRDO is India’s apex defence 
research organization that 
strives to take the country 
towards self-reliance in 
defence technologies.  The 
organisation has been catering 
to the needs of Indian armed 
forces by providing them the 
advanced and sophisticated 
systems and technologies. 

With the impetus from 
the government’s ‘Make in 
India’ initiative DRDO has 
brought out a well-defined 
procedure for transfer of 
technology to private firms for 
manufacturing various defence 

equipment and products. 
Moreover, DRDO aims to 
play a major role in import 
substitution drive in India 
and to increase the nation’s 
defence export potential. 

The export potential of 
DRDO developed systems 
has increased manifold 
with countries showing 
interest in DRDO developed 
products/systems. With 
the recent government’s 
thrust on Defence exports 
and simplification of 
procedure related to defence 
manufacturing and export, 
numbers of Indian industries 
have been granted industrial 
license and NOCs for exports. 
Out of the total NOCs for 
export granted by MoD to 
Indian Industries, more than 
60 per cent of the products 
(by value) are based on DRDO 
technologies. This is a major 
step towards achieving self-
reliance in critical defence 
systems and realization 
of the Prime Minister’s 
vision of ‘Make-In-India’.

dr. G Satheesh Reddy
Secretary, Defence R&D and Chairman, DRDO

deterrence capabilities, to 
have its own Ballistic Missile 
Defence (BMD) program 
and many missile systems for 
various purposes like Akash 
weapon system – surface-to-
air missile, Astra – Beyond 
visual range air-to-air missile, 
Nirbhay – Sub-Sonic Cruise 
missile, NAG – anti-tank 

guided missile, its own Main 
Battle Tank (MBT)- Arjun,  
ATAGS – Advanced Arillery 
Gun System, indigenously 
designed & developed  4th 
gen plus Light Combat Aircraft 
(LCA) – Tejas, AEW&C – Air 
Borne Early Warning & Control 
System, Varunastra – Heavy 
weight Torpedo and many 
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Hindustan Aeronautics 
Limited (HAL), 
headquartered in 

Bangalore, is the brightest 
star in India’s Aerospace 
firmament. The flagship 
organization in the sector is 
now entering its eightieth 
year, having been founded 
back in 1940 as Hindustan 
Aircraft. The firm was later 
renamed as Hindustan 
Aeronautics in 1964.

Under the managing control 
of the Ministry of Defence, 
Government of India, HAL is a 
premier aeronautical complex 
in Asia with 20 production 
divisions and 11 R&D centres 
spread across seven states 
and nine geographical 

locations in India. Its biggest 
client is the Indian Air Force 
(IAF). The Company’s 
expertise encompasses 
design, production, repair, 
overhaul, and upgrade 
of aircraft, helicopters, 
aero engines, accessories, 
avionics and systems. Nasik, 
Korwa, Kanpur, Koraput, 
Lucknow, Bangalore, 
Hyderabad and Kasaragod 
are among the locations 
from where HAL operates.

Established in Bangalore 
on December 23, 1940 
by industrialist Walchand 
Hirachand who became 
Chairman of the company, 
HAL’s first office was at a 
bungalow called ‘Eventide’ 

Hal: Sparkling jewel in 
India’s aerospace sector

a premier aeronautical complex 
in asia with 20 production 
divisions and 11 R&d centres 
spread across seven states and 
nine geographical locations in 
India, Hindustan aeronautics 
limited has so far designed and 
developed 17 types of aircraft/
helicopters. Founded in 1940 at 
Bangalore, Hal is all set to mark 
its 80 years of stellar presence.

LCA
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on Domlur Road. The 
infrastructure and equipment 
for the factory at Bangalore 
were set up by William D. 
Pawley of the Intercontinental 
Aircraft Corporation of New 
York and the first aircraft 
built was a Harlow PC-
5. On April 2, 1942, the 
government nationalised the 
company. During World War 

II, the HAL factory expanded 
rapidly and became the 
centre for major overhaul 
and repairs of American 
aircraft and was called the 
84th Air Depot. After India 
became Independent in 
1947, the management of 
the company came to the 
Government of India.

Hindustan Aeronautics 

Limited was formed on 
October 1, 1964 when 
Hindustan Aircraft Limited 
joined the consortium 
formed by the IAF Aircraft 
Manufacturing Depot and a 
group set up to manufacture 
MiG-21 under licence.

During the 1980s, HAL’s 
operations saw a rapid 
increase which resulted in 

the development of new 
indigenous aircraft such 
as the HAL Tejas and HAL 
Dhruv. HAL also developed 
an advanced version of the 
Mikoyan-Gurevich MiG-21 
known as MiG-21 Bison, 
which increased its lifespan 
by more than 20 years. HAL 
has also obtained several 
multimillion-dollar contracts 

R Madhavan
CMD, HAL

HTT-40

LUH

LCH
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from leading international 
aerospace firms such as 
Airbus, Boeing and Honeywell 
to manufacture aircraft 
spare parts and engines.

In March 2017, the HAL 
Chairman and Managing 
Director (CMD) announced 
that the company had finalised 
plans for an indigenisation 
drive. The company would 
produce around 1,000 military 
helicopters, including Kamov 
226, LCH (Light Combat 

Helicopter) ALH (Advanced 
Light Helicopter), and over 100 
aircraft over the next 10 years. 
HAL will also manufacture 
the Kamov 226T helicopter 
under a joint venture 
agreement with Russian 
defence manufacturers. HAL 
will be carrying out major 
upgrade of almost the entire 
fighter fleet of IAF including 
Su-30MKI, Jaguars, Mirage 
and Hawk jets to make them 
‘more lethal’. The company 

will also deliver 123 Tejas Light 
Combat Aircraft to the IAF, 
at a rate of 16 jets per year.

HAL’s manufacturing 
divisions are equipped with 
modern infrastructure for 
production of fighter aircraft, 
trainers, transport aircraft and 
helicopters. Over 50 per cent 
of the current workforce has 
more than a decade of aircraft 
industry experience. The 
Company has also diversified 
into manufacture and repair/

overhaul of Industrial and 
Marine Gas Turbine engine 
and manufacture of structures 
for satellite launch vehicles.

HAL has so far designed 
and developed 17 types 
of aircraft/helicopters, the 
latest being Hindustan Turbo 
Trainer (HTT)-40 Basic 
Trainer Aircraft and Light 
Utility Helicopter (LUH).

Meanwhile, the Government 
of India has disinvested 10.03 
per cent equity of HAL and 

ALH  Mk IV- RUDRA

Do-228 (Civil)
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the company got listed on 
BSE and NSE on March 28, 
2018. Now one of the largest 
aerospace companies in Asia, 
HAL has an annual turnover 
of over US Dollars 2 billion. A 
big share of HAL’s revenues 
comes from international 
deals to manufacture aircraft 
engines, spare parts and 
other aircraft materials.

Some of the major global 
projects involving HAL are 
the US Dollar one billion 
contract to manufacture 
aircraft parts for Boeing, 
multi-role transport aircraft 
project with Ilyushin of Russia 
worth US Dollars 600 million, 
contract to manufacture 1,000 
TPE331 aircraft engines for 
Honeywell , US Dollars 120 
million deal to manufacture 

Dornier 228 for RUAG of 
Switzerland, manufacture of 
aircraft parts for Airbus SAS 
worth US Dollars 150 million 
and US Dollars 100 million 
contract to export composite 
materials to Israel Aircraft 
Industries, among others.

For IAF, HAL is carrying out 
a project to manufacture 220 
Sukhoi Su-30MKI. The total 
contract, which also involves 
Russia’s Sukhoi Aerospace, is 
worth US Dollars 3.2 billion. 
200 HAL Light Combat 
Helicopters for the IAF and 
500 HAL Dhruv helicopters 
worth 5.83 billion US Dollars 
is another major domestic 
project of the Company. In 
addition, the Light Combat 
Aircraft Tejas is a landmark 
programme of HAL.

HAL also manufactures 
indigenous products with 
technology transferred 
from the DRDO (Defence 
Research and Development 
Organisation), in association 
with BEL (Bharat Electronics 
Limited) for its avionics 
and OFB (Ordnance 
Factories Board) for the 
on-board weapons systems 
and ammunition.

Meanwhile, Saras, being 
developed by HAL and 
NAL (National Aerospace 
Laboratories), is India’s first 
multi-purpose civilian aircraft 
and the project is underway. 
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles 
including PTA Lakshya and 
PTA Lakshya 2 are also 
part of HAL’s portfolio.
HAL has under wing 

an Aerospace Museum 
too in Bangalore.

According to HAL, the 
company’s vision is to ‘To 
become a significant global 
player in the aerospace 
industry’ and its mission 
is spelt out as, ‘To achieve 
self-reliance in design, 
development, manufacture, 
upgrade and maintenance 
of aerospace equipment 
diversifying into related areas 
and managing the business in a 
climate of growing professional 
competence to achieve world-
class performance standards 
for global competitiveness 
and growth in exports.’

Referring to the values of 
the company, HAL says the 
Company is, ‘Committed to 
continuous improvement of all 
our activities. We will supply 
products and services that 
conform to highest standards 
of design, manufacture, 
reliability, maintainability 
and fitness for use as 
desired by our customers.’

HAL also, ‘Believes in 
striving for improvement 
in every activity involved 
in our business by pursuing 
and encouraging risk-
taking, experimentation and 
learning at all levels within 
the Company with a view 
to achieving excellence 
and competitiveness.’

The current CMD of 
HAL is R Madhavan.

LCH

media Partner

Advertise with AEROMAG 
DEFEXPO Show Dailies 
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‘order of Zayed’ to PM Modi  
a landmark in India-UaE ties

India and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) share a 
warm relationship and 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s recent visit went a 
long way in strengthening 
the ties. Modi arrived in 
UAE capital Abu Dhabi from 
Paris on the second leg of 
his three-nation tour to 
France, UAE and Bahrain.

During the visit, the Prime 
Minister met the Crown 
Prince of Abu Dhabi Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan and discussed 
bilateral, regional and 
international matters of 
mutual interest. Modi also 
formally launched the RuPay 
card in the UAE to expand 
the network of cashless 
transactions abroad. RuPay 
card is an Indian equivalent 
of Mastercard or Visa and 
the UAE was first country in 
the Middle East to have it.

A highlight of the visit 
was honouring Modi with 
the ‘Order of Zayed’, the 
highest civilian award 
presented by the UAE 
government. The award 
gave a big boost to relations 
between the two countries. 
The award in the name of 
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan 
Al Nahyan, the founding 
father of the UAE, acquired 
special significance as it was 
presented to Modi in the 
year of the birth centenary 
of Sheikh Zayed. The UAE 
had announced the honour 
for Modi in April 2019.

Meanwhile, India’s envoy 
in UAE Navdeep Singh Suri 
said that the Prime Minister 
Modi’s third official visit 
to the UAE was another 
important milestone in the 
bilateral comprehensive 
strategic relationship. Ties 
between the two nations 

have been on an upswing 
since Modi’s first visit to 
the UAE as Prime Minister 
in August 2015. India and 
the UAE enjoy warm, close 
and multi-faceted relations 
underpinned by cultural, 
religious and economic 
linkages which, during the 
Prime Minister’s previous 
visit to the UAE in August, 
2015, stood elevated to a 
Comprehensive Strategic 
Partnership. Later in February 
2018, Modi visited the 
UAE as chief guest at the 
World Government Summit. 
Crown Prince of Abu 
Dhabi, His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan has visited India 
during February 2016 and 
then during January, 2017 
as the Chief Guest at the 
Republic Day celebrations, 
said an official statement.

Annual bilateral trade 

Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 

visited UAE recently 
and was awarded 

the ‘Order of Zayed’, 
the highest civilian 

honour presented by 
the UAE government. 

It was Modi’s third 
visit as Prime Minister 

to the Gulf nation

between India and the UAE 
stood at about US Dollars 
60 billion and the UAE was 
India’s third-largest trade 
partner. The UAE is also a key 
source of energy for India, 
being the fourth-largest 
exporter of crude oil for India. 
The UAE has emerged as 
a key security and counter 
terror partner in the Gulf 
and is home to a 3.3 million-
strong Indian community.

Even though there was 
no public function, Indian 
businessmen in the UAE 
considered Modi’s visit as 
another boost to the already 
growing bilateral relations.

Said Yusuffali M A, Chairman 
& Managing Director, Lulu 
Group, “This is truly an amazing 
and remarkable phase in the 
long and historic relationship 
between India and the UAE. 
The third visit of Prime Minister 
Modi to the UAE emphatically 

Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the United 
Arab Emirates, and ruler of the Emirate of Dubai with Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
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underlines the importance 
and respect India has for the 
UAE. The highlight of the 
visit is the presentation of 
Zayed Medal and I see this 
as an honour for India, the 
entire Indians residing in this 
most harmonious, peaceful, 
prosperous and tolerant 
country in the world,” he said.

Yusuffali also said that this is 
the golden era of the UAE-
Indo trade relationship. “Apart 
from the strategic and political 
goals, the Prime Minister’s 
visit will surely further boost 

the socio-cultural ties as well 
as the personal and warm 
camaraderie between the 
visionary leaders of India 
and the UAE,” he added.

As India is marching towards 
its ambitious goal of becoming 
a US Dollar  5 trillion economy, 
the UAE will play a key role 
in this effort, thanks to 
already existing trade ties, 
close proximity, large Indian 
diaspora and above all the 
personal and warm friendship 
between great leaders of both 
nations, pointed out Yusuffali.

According to B R Shetty, 
Founder and Chairman - 
NMC Healthcare,  “India 
and the UAE enjoy a bond 
of brotherhood. The UAE 
government has recognised 
this relationship and honoured 
the Indian Prime Minister 
with the Zayed Medal.”

Kamal Vachani, regional 
director of ESC Middle East 
and partner of Almaya Group, 
said:  “Indian businessmen 
in the UAE enjoy a great 
atmosphere living and doing 
business in the country.”

According to India’s foreign 
ministry, with Modi’s visit 
to UAE and Bahrain, New 
Delhi aimed at sustaining the 
tempo of bilateral relations 
with the economically and 
politically critical region.

In March this year, the 
UAE had invited then Indian 
foreign minister Sushma 
Swaraj to be a ‘guest speaker’ 
at the 46th meeting of OIC 
(Organisation of Islamic 
Cooperation) foreign ministers.

His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE 
Armed Forces presents the Prime Minister Narendra Modi with the Zayed Medal in recognition of his role in promoting friendship and 
cooperation; witnesses the launch of a special commemorative stamp to mark the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi.

Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh 
discussed regional 

security issues with the 
Minister of Defence of Japan, 
Taro Kono. Defence Minister 
congratulated him on behalf 
of the Government of India 
for the enthronement of His 

Majesty the Emperor Naruhito 
over a telephonic conversation.

 Rajnath Singh also expressed 
deep condolences for the 
loss of lives and property 
caused due to recent Typhoon 
Hagibis that hit Japan earlier 
this month. He commended 
the Government of Japan for 

its efforts to provide relief 
and succour to the people 
affected by the typhoon.

Expressing satisfaction on the 
robust defence cooperation 
between India and Japan, 
Defence Minister recalled 
his successful meetings with 
the Prime Minister of Japan 

Shinzo Abe and the then 
Defence Minister of Japan 
Takeshi lwaya during his visit 
to Japan in September,2019.

The two Ministers also 
exchanged views on bilateral 
relations and regional 
security situation.

Rajnath Singh discusses regional security 
situation with Japanese defence Minister
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Subhash Chandra, Secretary (Defence Production),Ministry of Defence, Govt. of India, visiting 
the India Pavilion at Defence and Security Equipment International (DSEI) in London. Cmde Rakesh 
Anand (Retd), Chairman & Managing Director, Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Ltd, Cmde Siddharth 
Mishra (Retd)  CMD, BDL, Rear Admiral V K Saxena, IN (Retd.) CMD, GRSE are also seen.

Pavan 
Kapoor, Indian 
Ambassador to 

Israel inaugurating 
the Indian 

Pavilion,  
ISDEF 2019, 

at Tel Aviv.
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D.B. Venkatesh Varma, Indian Ambassador to Russia is inaugurating the India Pavilion 
at the ARMY 2019 defence exhibition at Moscow. Cmde.Bharat Bhushan Nagpal( Retd.), 
CMD,Goa Shipyard, Cmde.Siddharth Mishra (Retd.) CMD,Bharat Dynamics Limited,  
D K Hota, CMD,BEML limited also seen.
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Inauguration of India pavilion at BIDEC, Manama Bahrain by Cmde Siddharth Mishra(Retd) 
CMD-BDL
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Bdl : Glorious 50 Years – 
In service of the services

bharat Dynamics Limited (bDL), India’s 
state-run guided missiles and allied defence 
equipment manufacturer, has recently 
bagged a multi-crore project to strengthen 
the torpedo arsenal of Indian navy. the 
company has signed a contract worth rs 
1,187 crore for supply of heavy weight 
torpedoes - Varunastra - to the Indian navy. 
Varunastra is a ship-launched, electrically-
propelled underwater weapon equipped with 
one of the most advanced automatic and 
remote controlled guidance systems and it 
uses its own intelligence in tracing the target. 
the Varunastra will boost navy’s combat 
readiness in the waters which is really crucial 
for India in the present scenario. the quest for 
technological excellence has been the guiding 
principle of the organisation and living up to 
the sobriquet, ‘the Force behind Peace’.

Bharat Dynamics 
Limited (BDL), India’s 
premier Defence 

PSU, is the backbone of 
India’s missile armoury with 
advanced missile systems. 
Established in 1970 to be a 
manufacturing base for guided 
missiles and allied defence 
equipment, BDL is a Miniratna 
Category-1 Company under 
the Department of Defence 
Production, Ministry of 
Defence, Government of India. 
Since its inception, BDL has 
been catering to the needs of 
the Indian Armed Forces with 
its headquarters in Hyderabad. 

BDL strives to establish itself 
as a leading manufacturer in 
the aerospace & underwater 
weapons industry and 
emerge as a world class 
sophisticated, state-of-the-art, 
global enterprise, providing 
solutions to the security 
system needs of the country.

BDL is the main producer of 
the country’s range of missiles 
and missile defence systems. 
BDL is the sole manufacturer 
and supplier of Surface- to- Air 
Missiles, Anti - Tank Guided 
Missiles and Torpedoes to 
the Indian Armed Forces.

The Company is also 

Cmde Siddharth Mishra (Retd) 
CMD, BDL
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Varunastra

amongst a few industries in 
the world having state-of-the-
art facilities for production of 
Guided Missiles and associated 
equipment, Underwater 
Weapons (Torpedoes, decoys 
and decoy launchers etc., 
Airborne Products (Counter 
Measures Dispensing Systems), 

Ground Support Equipment, 
Product Life Cycle Support 
and Refurbishment / Life 
Extension of Missiles.

Earlier this year, BDL signed 
a Rs.760 Crore contract for 
supply of Anti-Tank Guided 
Missiles (ATGM) and launchers 
to Indian Army. The Missiles 

and Launchers are under 
production through continued 
technical collaboration with 
Russia at the Bhanur Unit 
of BDL in Telangana State. 
Earlier, BDL also received a 
supply order worth around 
Rs 200 crore from DRDO 
for supply of Medium Range 

Surface to Air Missile (MR 
SAM) rear section. MRSAM 
is a joint development 
project between DRDO and 
Israel Aerospace Industries 
with BDL as the Nominated 
Production Agency.

The lead taken by 
the Nation to develop 

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh handing over the Medium Range Surface-to-Air-Missile (MR SAM) to Air Chief Marshal R.K.S. 
Bhaduria, at the Bharat Dynamic Limited, during its Golden Jubilee celebrations, in Hyderabad. Commodore Siddharth Mishra (Retd), 
Chairman and Managing Director,BDL, Dr. G. Satheesh Reddy , Secretary, Defence R & D, Chairman, DRDO and DG, ADA also seen.
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indigenous, sophisticated and 
contemporary missiles through 
the Integrated Guided Missile 
Development Programme 
(IGMDP) gave BDL an 
opportunity to be closely 
involved in the programme, 
wherein it was identified as 
the Prime Production Agency.  
This opened up a plethora of 
opportunities to assimilate 
advanced manufacturing and 
programme management 
technologies and skills.  BDL 
rose to the needs of the 
Concurrent Engineering 
Approach adopted by DRDO 
in IGMDP, to become an 
important and competent 
partner in these projects.   

BDL is poised to enter new 
avenues of manufacturing, 
covering a wide range of 

weapon systems such as 
Surface-to-Air Missiles, 
Air Defence Systems, 
Heavy Weight Torpedoes, 
Air-to-Air Missiles etc. 

During DSEI 2019 
International Exhibition at  
London BDL and MBDA, 
Europe’s leading Missile 
Manufacturer  signed 
a Memorandum Of 
Understanding for the Final 

Assembly ,Integration and 
Tes(FAIT) of Mistraal , a short 
range seeker guided missile 
that can be launched from air, 
land and sea and ASRAAM , 

new generation Close Combat 
Missile. BDL also has plans to 
indigenously manufacture, in 
collaboration with Thales UK, 
the Star Streak  Ground Based 
Air Defence Missile primarily 
aimed at the export Market. 
The company is also planning 
to diversify into new areas and 
expand its product portfolio

BDL has been in its path of 
indigenisation and contributing 
greatly to the import 
substitution programmes 
of India. To reduce the 
dependency on foreign 
OEMs, the company has 
been indigenizing the ‘import 
items’ for the ATGMs being 
currently supplied the Indian 
Army. The government’s 
‘Make in India’ programme has 
created a congenial ecosystem 
for the company to offer its 
products/services to the global 

buyers at competitive rates.
BDL has three manufacturing 

units located in Hyderabad, 
Bhanur (near Hyderabad) 
and in Visakhapatnam. All 
the manufacturing divisions 
have been certified with ISO: 
9001- 2015 certificate and 
all the units  are ISO: 14001 
Environmental Management 
System Compliance. In pursuit 
of its self-reliance, BDL has 
established an in-house R&D 
Division which complements 
DRDO’s endeavours for 
manufacture of missiles under 
Integrated Guided Missile 
Development Programme 
and other projects.

BDL has been in the forefront 
of Missile Manufacturing 
and in expanding it’s  foot 
prints  in the Indian as 
well as global market.
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